398	THE HEIAN ERA
when he died (in 1019) ten thousand priests were diverted
from their squabbles to the no less barren task of inter-
ceding for him, while a general amnesty was declared. It
is no accident that two opponents of the Fujiwara—the
Emperor Masakado and the statesman Michizane—are
worshipped to-day as Shinto deities. Here gratitude is
winged by dislike of both Fujiwara insolence and Buddhist
arrogance. These are in many respects dark ages. Loyalties
were intense but narrow, and the earlier reforms had
failed to control feuds and civil wars.
The long-drawn-out rivalries of .clan and clan came to
a head in the bloody strife of Taira and Minamoto. If
the luxury of the Fujiwara is told in the Eigwa—'Tales of
Glory and Splendour7—and the intrigues of the Court in
the Genji, we have the whole drama of these wars in the
Gempei Monagatari.
This is the true epic, as the Samurai, feudal servant, is
the beau ideal of Japan. To the brave much is forgiven,
and in the picturesque much is forgotten.
Some rulers such as Shirakawa (1073-86) tried to rule
the clans. But Shirakawa was forced into a monastery, and
set the bad precedent of rule from behind the scenes, seek-
ing during the reigns of his three successors to dictate their
policy.  So these poor puppets had to put up with the
'advice* of their predecessor as well as with the 'sugges-
tions' of the Fujiwara. Shirakawa's counsel was largely the
echo of that of the great abbots of Hiei, who attracted to
their houses lawless men and vagabonds of every kind, till
these became veritable castles and fortresses. In the next
reign the Ainu and discontented Japanese made common
cause, and were put down by a punitive expedition under
the Minamoto leader Yoshiye, who also became a god,
being named Hachiman Taro. He and his brotherYoritoshi
were famous archers of whom many good stories are told.
These powerful families, invited by Shirakawa to the
capital, stirred up trouble, and in their feuds the Fujiwara
were ruined, 'and Japan entered on an era of military
domination based on force. It is strange that it was the

